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JOINT RBSOLDTION 

CrentitiB a cominlsslon and authorising aald coBimlaaion to acquire t»y purchaB* the prop- 
erty known as Montteello, and embradog the former home of ITiomaB JeflerBon anil 
the pfirt surrounding the same, consisting of TOO acres of land, all of aald property 
heing located in Albemarle County, Va. 

Whereiis the Senate and House of Delegates of the State o( Virginia have 
paKsed the following resolution: 

"Joint resolution memorallzlng Congress to acquire Montleello, the home of 
Thomas JeHerson. 

"Whereas Montleello, the home of the immortal Thomas Jefferson, is now 
private property, and the public has qo right of access thereto; and 

" Whereas the buildings were placed, the grounds laid out, and the work 
of construction carried on under the presiding genius of that great statesman, 
thus in itself forming a fitting memorial to his greatness ; and 

"Whereas in the shadows of its wall He the earthly remains of him who 
was the author of the Declaration of Independence, of the statute for religious 
freedom in Virginia, and father of the University of Virginia ; and 

"Whereas by the side of the great Ipnder rest the remains of three other 
great Virginians — Dubney Carr, the member of the Vli^niii House of Bur- 
gesses whose resolutions established the committees of correspondence be- 
tween the sister colonies; William Gary Nichols, governor of Virginia and 
friend of Thomas Jefferson ; and Thomas Mann BaMolph, governor of 
Virginia and son-in-law of Thomas Jefferson ; and 

"Whereas his wife, his children, and his grandchildren to the fifth genera- 
tion rest by his side on the lonely mountalo which he loved so well ; and none 
but hlB descendants have the legal right to enter the shrine, where all lovers 
of popular government would gladly repair to pay a tribute of love and devo- 
tion and to seek from the worlcs which he wrought the inspiration of his 
wonderful life ; and 

"Whereas bis services as governor of Virginia, as minister to France, 
Secretary of State, and President of the United States, together with his 
political genius shown In the foundation of our Government and shaping her 
destiny, has made him the patron saint of all parties and hlB home the Mecca 
of all lovers of liberty in thought and action : Now therefore be It 

"fiesoZued by the house of delegates {the senate concurrtng) , 1. That 
the General Assembly of Virginia does hereby memorialize the Congress o( 
the United States, now In session in the city of Washington, to acquire Mon- 
tleello, the home of Thomas Jefferson, to be held In trust for all the people 
of the Nation. 

" 2, That the general assembly does hereby request the Senators and Mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives In Congress from Virginia to nse all 
legitimate means to accomplish this end. 

" 3. That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to the President of the 
Senate, the Speaker of the House, and each of the Representatives from 
Virginia In the Senate and In the House of Representatives. 

"Agreed to by house of delegates February 11, 1914. 

" John W. Wiujaus, 

" Clerk Bouse of Delegates. 

"Agreed to by the Senate February 18, 1914. 

"G. V. Habgkb, 

" Cleric of the Senate." 
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4 . PURCHASE OS MONMCELLO. 

And 
WhereflH bundred of thousaDds of patriotic American citizens have petitioned 

Congress to the same effect; Now, therefore, for the reasona aforesaid, and 

for the reasons hereinafter set forth, be it 

Resolved hy the Senate and House of R&pre»entatives of the United Stntes of 
America in Conffress aa»embled. That there Is hereby created a commission to 
consist of the President of the United States and the Secretary of State. The 
two persons named shall constitute a commlBBion and shall be known as the 
Hontlcello Parchase Commission. 

Sec, 2. That the commission Is hereby authorized to purchase the property 
known as Monticelto, embtaelng the former home of Thomas JefTerson and the 
park surrounding the aume, conslstluR of 700 acres of land, for the sum of 
*B00,000; and the Treasurer of the United States is hereby authorized and 
directed to pay to the owner of said property on execution of the deed the sum 
of $100,000, out of any moneys In the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, and 
to deliver to said owner the remaining $400,000 of agreed purchase price In 
Uaited States bonds, payable $50,000 annually until said agreed purchase price 
Is paid. Bald bonds shall bear interest at the rate of 4 per cent per annum, 
payable semiannually. 

Seo, S. That said commission shall be permanent in Its character, and shall 
have the care and custody of said property, and shall conserve and preserve the 
same, and shall perform such other duties as may from time to time be dedg- 
nated by Congress. The property may at any time be ased by the President 
of the United States as a residence for himself and family. 

Shc. 4. That there Is reserved unto the present owner the right of bnrlal 
tn his family graveyard, as welt as access to same. 

[II J Res 41fi J 

JOINT RESOLUTION Creating n commisak 

aa Monlicello, and embraelne the former Dome oi mi 

graveyard in which hts remaina are Interred, together 

partenant thereto as the committee shall find neceanBry in oraer lo carrv out tne 

vaiona puhllc objeeta and purpoaea of this resolution all of aatd propirty beine locatea 

in Albemarle County, Va 

i State of Virginia have 



" Whereas Montlcello, the home of the Immortal Thomas Jefferson, is now 
private property, and the public hna no right of access thereto; and 

"Whereas the hulldlngs were placed, the ground laid out, and the work 
of construction carried on under the presiding genius of that great Statesman, 
thus in itself forming a Sttlng memorial to bla greatness; and 

"Whereas in the shadows of Its walls He the earthly remains of him who 
was the author of the Declaration of Independence, of the statute for reg- 
ions freedom in Virginia, and father of the University of Virginia ; and 

" Whereas by the side of the great leader rest the remains of three other 
great Virginians — Dabney Carr, the member of the Virginia House of Bur- 
gesses, whose resolutions established the committees of correspondence be- 
tween the sister Colonies; William Cary Nichols, governor of Virginia and 
' friend of Thomas JefTerson ; and Thomas Mann Randolph, governor of Vir- 
ginia and son-in-law of Thomas Jefferson; and 

" Whereas his wife, his children, and his grandchildren to the fifth got- 
eration rest by his side on the lonely mountain which be loved so well;- and 
none but his descendants have the legal right to enter the shrine, where all 
lovers of popular government would gladly repair to pay a tribute of love and 
devotion and to seek from the works wblcb he wrought the Inspiration of his 
wonderful life; and 

"Whereas his services as governor of Virginia, as minister to France, 
Secretary of State, and President of the United States, together with his 
poHtic^il genius Shown in the foundation of our Government and the shaping 
of her destiny, has made him the patron saint of all parties and his home 
the Mecca of all lovers of liberty In thought and action ; Now, therefore, be It 

"Resolved 7iy the house of delegates {the senate concwring), 1. That 
the Qenerui Assembly of Virginia does hereby memorialize the (itagreea of 
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PUBCHASE OF MONTIOELLO. 5 

the United States, now In session in the city of Washington, to acquire 

Montlcello, tlie home of ThomBs Jefferson, to be held In trust for alt the 

people of the Nation. 

" 2. That the general nssembly does herehy request the Senators and Mem- 
bers of the House of Representaltves in Congress from Virginia to use all 

legitimate means to accomplish this end. 
"3. That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to the President of the 

Senate, the Speaker of the House, nnd to each of the Representatives from 

Virglnfa In the Senate and in the House of Representatives. 
"Agreed to by house of delegates February 11, 1914, 

"JoHH W. Williams, 
'■ Clerk of House of Delegates. 
"Agreed to by the Senate February 16, 1914. 

" O. V. Hanqeb, 

'■ Clerk of the Senate." 

And 
Whereas hundreds of thousands of patriotic American citizens have petitioned 

Congress to the same effect; and 
Whereas the present owner of the property. Mr. Jefferson M. Levy, has publicly 

and In writing assured the Secretary of State. Honorable William J. Bryan, of 

Ills willingness to sell and dispose of the property to the United States: Now, 

therefore, for the reasons aforesaid, and for the reasons hereinafter set forth, 

be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled. That there is hereby created a commission, to 
consist of the President of the United States, the Secretary of State, two Mem- 
bers of the House, to be selected as the House of Representatives may deter- 
mine, and two Membei's of the Senate, to be selected as the Senate may deter- 
mine. The six persons so named shall constitute a commission to be known as 
the Montlcello purchase commission. 

Sec. 2. That tiie members of the said commission shall continue to hold the 
positions aforesaid until tiie objects and purposes of tills resolution have been 
accomplished or until their successor or successors are selected and qualified. 
Membership on said commission by any Member of the House of Representatives 
or of the Senate shall be limited to such period of time as may be flxed In the 
resolution of the respective bodies, but shall In any event terminate when tlie 
Member censes to be a Member of the branch of Congress selecting him. 
Persons selected to fill vacancies shall be elected In the manner above pro- 
vided. Any member of said commission may be removed by a vote of the 
branch of Congress of which he is a Member. They shall serve without salary 
or other compensation, but In lieu of subsistence while absent from the city of 
Washington or their usual places of abode and engaged In the business of the 
commission they shall be paid ?5 per day and their ordinary tiavellng expenses. 

Sec. 3. That said commission Is hereby authorized to purchase the property 
known as Montlcello, embracing the former home of Thomas Jefferson, nnd such 
land and ground appurtenant thereto as the commission shall find necessary 
or desirable, embracing generally the holdings of Jefferson M. Levy, consisting 
of B tract of seven hundred acres, more or less. Said commission Is authorized 
and directed to purcliaae said gi'ound at the best available price, but In no event 
at a price gienter than $500,000, to be paid in annual installments of not to 
exceed $100,000 In any one year. 

If said commission shall receive from the owner or owners of said properties 
within thirty days after this act shall become a law a proposition in writing 
to sell said properties to the United States Government at a price which to said 
commission seems just and reasonable, and said price is further approved by 
the President of the United States as in his opinion Just and reasonable, then 
Bald commierfon la authorized to purchase said properties and to draw a war- 
rant against the Treasurer of the United States in favor of said owner or 
owners for said purchase price, and it is hereby made the duty of the Treasurer 
to pay the same ; Provided, That In no event shall the price paid exceed the 
auexiiended pori^ion of the amount hereinafter appropriated. 

Sec. 4. That said commission shall proceed with said negotiations with all 
reasonable speed and shall report its actions to Congress on or before the first 
day of May, nineteen hundred and fifteen. 

That the said commission shall be permanent In Its character and shall 
e the historic mansion house which was created by and occupied as the 
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borne of Thomas Jefferson, autbor of the Declaration of American Independ- 
ence, of the statute of Vlr^ula for religious freedom, and father of the Unlver- 
alty of Virginia. Said mansion house shall be preserved and, together with 
such bnlldlngs as may hereafter Ije erected upon said grounds, shall be nsed as a 
repository in which shall be kept original manuscripts and writings of Thomas 
Jefferson, especially those connected with his public acts and the public hiatory 
of the Umes in which be lived, with such other valuable public and historic 
documents as the commission shall deem proper. There shall also be collected 
and conserved In said mansion house and buildings the relics associated with 
his private life and public services. ' Said grounds, bulldlnge, writings, and 
properties shall be acquired for the purposes aforesaid, and shall be kept and 
maintained for the public benefit, and to enhance the respect and love of all 
the citizens of the United States for their common country, and in order that 
the troth of history may be preserved (or the benefit of present and future 
generations; and the said commission shall have the care and custody of said 
property and shall conserve and preserve the same, and shall perform such 
other duties as may from time to time be designated by Congress. 

Sec. 5. That the properties so to be purchased or taken shall embrace the 
home and family graveyard of Thomas Jefferson, In Albemarle County, Va., 
together with such other lands and grounds appurtenant thereto as the com- 
mission shall find necessary to the carrying out of the objects and purposes 
aforesaid. 

Sec. 6. That there Is hereby appropriated the sum of ?100,000, out of any 
moneys In the hands of the Treasurer not otherwise appropriated, for the pur- 
pose of paying the first Inatallment on snld purchase price. 

Sec. 7. That there is hereby appropriated for the purpose of acquiring said 
properties and paying the expenses Incident thereto the sum of $500,000, or so 
much thereof as in the Judgment of the commission may be proper and neces- 
sary, out of any moneys In the hands of the Treasurer not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

That Woodrow Wilson, Thomas S. Martin, Jama A. Reed, Jacob H. Galllnger, 
Champ Clark, James Hay, and James R. Mann are hereby created a eommls- 
ston. to be known as the Jefferson Memorial Commission, for the purpose of 
purchasing the property known as Slonticelio, in Albemarle County, in the 
State of Virginia, including its furniture, paintings, and contents which were 
the property of Thomas Jefferson, being the former home of Thomas Jefferson, 
to the end that It may be owned and maintained by the Government as a per- 
petual Jefferson memorial. 

Sec. 2. That the commission shall be permanent, and vacancies occurring In 
the membership thereof shall be filled by appointment by the Preddent of the 
United States, and they shall serve without salary or other compensation, but 
In lieu of subsistence while absent from the city of Washington or their homes 
and engaged In the business of the commission shall be paid $5 per day and 
Uielr ordinary traveling expenses. 

Sec. 3. That said commission IB hereby authorized to enter into negotiations 
with Jefferson M. Levy, the present bolder of said estate, which Is said to con- 
Blst of a tract of 700 acres, more or less, upon which is located the residence 
bullded and occupied by Thomas Jefferson as a home ; and said commission is 
authorized and directed to enter Into a contract for the purchase of said proper- 
ties at the lowest obtainable price, in no event to exceed a total of 5500.000, to 
be paid in installments of not to exceed $100,000 per annum ; and said com- 
mission shall proceed with the purchase of said properties and shaU report its 
action to Congress on or before the 1st day of December. 1915. and shall In the 
discharge of its duties avail itself of the advice and services of the Attorney 
General of the United States in the examination of the title to said properties. 

Sec. 4. That the pro)>erty purchased under tho provisions of this resolution 
shall be preserved under the direction and control of the conimis.'«lon herein 
created as a periietnal meinorlnl to Thomas JetTerson; and the mansion house, 
together with such buildings as may hereafter be erected upon said ground, shall 
be maintained and used as a repository. In which shall be kept such original 
manuscripts, writings, and relics of Thomas Jefferson as may be collected by 
the commission, together with such other valuable public and historic documents 
and writings as the commission shall deem proper. 
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Ssa 6. Tbe said commfsslon shall bave Uie care and cnetodr of said properties 
and shall preserve the same, and shall perform such other dntles toward it as 
maj be, from time to time, designated by Congress; and there aliall be awn> 
priated, from time to time, such sum or sums as may be necessary for tbese 
pnrpoaes, estimates therefor to be annually submitted to Congress by tbe 
commission. 

Skc. 6. That tiere Is hereby appropriated for the purpose of acquiring said 
properties and paying the espeoses Incident thereto the sum of 5600,000, or bo 
much thereof as may be necessary, out of any money In the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated : Provided, That not more than $100,000 of said amount shall 
be available for use In any one year, and tbe said commission Is authorized to 
draw a warrant on the Treasury of the United States in favor of the owner 
or owners of said properties for snch amount or amoimts In accordance wltli 
the action of the commission. 

COMMITTEB OF KoLES, 

House op Reprbsbntativbs, 
Washingion, D. O., February S3, 1916. 

The committee met at 10.80 a. m., Hon. Robert L. Henry (chair- 
man) presiding. 

Present: Representatives Garrett, Goldfogle, Campbell, Lenroot, 
and KeUy. 

The Cha^bman. Mrs. Littleton, we will bear from you on the reso- 
lution pending before the Committee on Rules in rej^ard to purchas- 
ing Monticello. H. J. Res. 390 is the iresolutton that is pending before 
the Committee on Rules. 

Mrs. LnTLSTON. As I do not really understand the resolution, I 
would prefer that you hear from Mr. Hay or Mr. Levy first, if 



Mr. GoutPOQLB. I understood Mr. Levy to say this morning that 
if the committee desired he would appear before us, so in accordance 
with the suggestion made by Mrs. Littleton it may be just as well, if 
it suits the committee, to hear Mr. Levy. 

The CHAiBstAN. I think the committee would like to hear from 
Mr. Levy. 

STATEKBNT OF HON. JEFFESSON U. LEVY, A REFRESEHTATITE 
Dr COH0fi£SS FROU THE STATE OF ZTBW YORE. 

Mr. Levy. I have nothing much to say. It never has been my in- 
tention or wish to sell Monticello, but from a sense of patriotic duty, 
urged to do it by the call of the administration, and by various States 
of this Union, which seemed almost imperative, and at a great per- 
sonal sacrifice both from a sentimental and monetary standpoint, I 
have yielded to what appears to be the wishes of the country, and I 
am ready and willing to accept the Government's offer of $500,000. 

If you would like to have the letters of the administration I will 
Eubmit them. 

The Chairman. We would like to have those letters. 

Ifc. IiEvr. That is all I have to say. 

I^EPABTUENT or State, 
Wasliington, BevtemOer SS, I91i. 
Hon. Jeffbbson M. Levy, 

House of Representatives. 

Mr Dbab Mb. Levy : Yon wiU remember that several years ago I suggested 
to you the propriety of selling Monticello to the National Government. Xou 
tb^n declined on tbe ground Uiat you did not like to have It go oat of the 
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possessloa of your family. I have never relinquished the hope that yon would 
wme day yield to the popolar desire that the OovemmeDt shonld own Monti- 
cello and keep it m memory of the author of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, whose residence and tomb there make the spot sacred. I haTe re- 
cently noticed that a bill has been Introduced In Congress, antborizlng the pur- 
chase of this historic place, and I write to urge you anew to consider the adr 
Tisability of selling the property to the Government. I appreciate your very 
natural desire to occupy It during your life, but this might he accomplished 
by a clause In the deed reserving for yourself a life Interest In the place, the 
possession to pass to the Government upon your death. What do yon think of 
the proposition? 

It seems to me that this would be a fitting time to make the deed— It would 
commemorate the great Democratic administration of President Wilson, which 
la being conducted on JefTersonlan principles, and the fact the President Is, by 
birth, a Virginian makes the present moment still more opportune. 

With assurances of r^ard, I am 
Very truly, yours, 

(Signed) W. J. Bbtah. 

The Sbcrbtabt of the Navy. 

Washington, October 7, 191i. 
Hon. Jefpkhsob M. Levt, 

House of Representatives, Waghington, D. C. 

Deae Mh.-Ij!¥t; My occasional visits to Montlcello have caused me to feel 
that the home of the author of the Declaration of Independence ought to he 
made a national mecca. owned and kept open for pilgrimages to that shrine of 
liberty and equality. ' The country owes you a debt of gratitude for restoring 
the estate to Its original acreage when Jefferson opened It to the throngs of 
patriots of all nationalities who visited him In his retirement It is equally 
grateful that you have preserved the house, designed by Jefferson, without 
change so that as one enters through its portals he feels that he Is in com- 
munion with the sage and prophet, who made it the center of the progreesiy* 
thought of his day, and the Inspiration of progress und liberty for all time. 

My feeling toward the man whose home you have preserved was expressed 
by the late Senator Vest when he said ; 

" For myself, I worship no mortal man living or dead ; but If I could kneel 
at such a shrine. It would be with uncovered bead and lovii^ heart at tlie 
grave of Thomas Jefferson." 

It la gratifying to all disciples and admirers of Jefferson to learn that yoa 
are willing to relinquish the ownership so dear to you and permit It to become 
the property of the American Government, and I hope Congress may secure it 
to the people. 

Sincerely, yours, 

(Signed) Josephcs DiU»ibx8, 

Defabtubnt of State, 
Washington. October 5, I91i. 
Hon. jBFFGBSon' M, Levy, 

Souse of Representatives, Washington, D. 0. 
Mt Dbab Mb. Levy I I am just In receipt of your favor of this date, and 
hasten to tell you how gratified I am that you have expressed yourself as will- 
ing to make the personal sacrifice called for In the sale of Montlcello to the 
Government. 

I can understand the attachment which you feel for the place with which 
your family name has so long been associated, arid in which you yourself have 
taken so deep an Interest, but I am sure that any pangs that parting with It 
may cause you, will be lienletJ by the satisfaction it will give you to know that 
during all the years to come Montlcello will remain in the possesaion of the 
Government, more and more prized as the name and fame of the great states- 
man Increases among men. 

Allow me to express my personal appreciation of your wUHngnesa to have 

the purchase made at this time when the President, the Senate, and the House 

will all rejoice In the opportunity to be connected with the transfer. I hope 

that Congress will take early and favorable action on the matter. 

Yours, very truly, 

(81 
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Wabhihqton, D. C, October 5. 1014, 
Hon. WiLUAM Jgkrinos Bbt«m, 

Secretary of State, WasMngton, D. C. 

Mt Deab Mb. Secbetabt: 1 eonfess to you that your letter urging me to sell 
Montlcello to the Government has very much unsettled a determination not to 
part with it which I thought was unalterable. 

Your su^eBtion that its acquisition at this time " would commemorate the 
great Democratic administratloD of President Wilson, which is being conducted 
on Jeffersonlan principles, and would now be more opportune because the 
President la by birth a Virginian," constrains me to renew my consideration 
of the whole matter. 

When I couple with this the great public interest which has been mani- 
fested, I am convinced that I must put aside my feeliuES and yield to the 
national demand, and make what to me is the supreme sacriilce of lifelong 
asHOclation. 

You, my dear sir, since you first broached this subject several years a)?o, 
have been fully aware that Monttcello was to me all and more than It could 
ever be to the most patriotic American citizen and lover of the name of Thomas 
Jefferson, for you have known that its every nook and cranny, hill, spring, 
and tree belonged, througli years of tenderest recollection, to the inner circle 
of my life. 

When I came Into possession of the 218 acres, all that was left of Monti- 
cffllo, I determined to reunite the several parts as owned by Thomas Jefferson, 
and so I have by purchase from time to time now restored it to the original 
area of over 700 acres. 

Upon it I have poured out from the cup of my greatest devotion in no un- 
stinted manner, and as the espenditure was my own. I spared no reasonable 
sum to adorn it, the amount of which !s so large that I hesitate to mention It. 

I have always abhorred the thought of Montlcello becoming a mere museum. 
I have maintained It as a home— the home of Thomas Jefferson— and If I am 
to part with It I should like that thought to be retained. Make It the home — 
the Virginia home — of the Presidents of the United States, and maintain it 
for their occasional occupancy, and I would be content. 

And so, Mr. Secretnry, I bow to your wishes and those of the American peo- 
ple. For this property, for which I was offered and upon which I have ex- 
pended a million dollars. I designate a price of $500,000, which will make me 
more than half donor of Montlcello and thus consummate the people's will, 

I await your further pleasure. 

Sincerely, . 

The Chairman. Mrs. Littleton, the committee will be glad to hear 
from you on the subject of the purchase. 

STATEMENT OF MSS. MABTDTW. LITTLETON. • 

Mrs. LiTTuiTON. Mr. Chairman, I thank you for the privilege of 
appearing before you to-day. I have only a very few words to say, 
and I think I may with propriety read two letters, one written by 
the President of the United States and the other written by Mr. 
Underwood. The letters are as follows: 

Januabt 16, 1915. 

Mt Deab Mb. Uhdeewood ; I am told that there Is a resolution now iwnding 
before both Houses of Congress for the purchase of Montlcello, the home of 
Mr. Jefferson, and that back of it lies a very strong sentiment in both Houses. 
Certainly my own Interest In It Is very deep and very sincere. I most enrnestly 
hope that there will be some interval in the business of the House which can - 
be used for the passage of this most int«resElng piece of legislation, which I 
think will meet the approval of the whole Nation. 
Cordially and sincerely, yours. 

WOOBEOW WiLSOB, 
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House o 

Washinffton, January 18, 1915. 
Hon. WooDBOW Wn-soN, 

The White Bouse. Waahinfftrm, D. C. 
Mt Deab Mb. PREaiDENT : I received your letter of the 16Ui instant this 
morning in reference to the bills pending before Congress for the purchase of 
Monticello. I am in accorQ with the views eipressed in your letter in reference 
to the matter, and hope that the bills can be considered before the end of the 
session. I will be glad to confer with the gentlemen having this legislation in 
charge and call jour letter to their attention. 

Sincerely, yours, O. W. Undekwood. 

MONTICELLO CAN BE PURCHASED. 

With a conviction that all who remember the services and virtues 
of Mr. Jefferson will rejoice to know that Monticello, containing his 
home and grave, can now be secured by the Nation he did so much 
to build, and that famous historic spot can be turned from private 
into national property, we come to you to-day to ask for your aid 
and that you grant our request for a special rule. 

It is an opportunity — it may be the first and it may be the last — 
of securing this place of national importance and world-wide 
renown. 

At first sight, the sum of $500,000 for 700 acres of land, with only 
a brick house and ofiice, a few ancient and crumbling buildings upon 
it, and a simple and humble tombstone near by, may appear to be 
an exorbitant price. But no real American who takes into consid- 
eration the patriotic memories that must be forever associated with 
the property, made doubly priceless by containing the remains of 
him who consecrated his life to the Government, who proclaimed the 
principles of the Declaration of American Independence, can regard 
it so. 

Now, after more than 100 years of the enjoyment of great and 
good government, founded and maintained upon a Jeffersonian de- 
mocracy, and after long enjoyment of a rich land extended to the 
farthest West, and developed beyond the dream of mankind, the 
people of the United States come to Congress in the name of the 
immortal Jefferson-^not falteringly, not apologetically, not beg- 
gingly", but boldly, with love and confidence — to ask its generous 
patriotism in purchasing this property, that it may be held in per- 
petuity as a national monument in honor of him to whom we owe 
so much. 

REASON FOB PUBOHASE, 

Ever since the death of Mr. Jefferson, Monticello has been re- 

farded more in the nature of public than private property, and year 
y year the number of visitors there have increased until it is now 
estimated that more than 50,000 people pass through its gates an- 
nually. It is needless to say that if at all times it were open to the 
public and there were good roads leading up the mountain, the 
number of visitors would be vastly increased. And it is but fair to 
say that during the number of years it has been in Mr. Levy's pos- 
session he has gratuitously entertained many of the visitors to the 
place, has guarded the property, and watched over the remains of 
Mr. Jefferson probably as well as such an exacting public task could 
be done by an individual, i v^>00*^lc 
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As the real reason why the Government should accept this oppor- 
tunity to purchase MonticeUo, at whatever cost necessary, it is need- 
less to speak of all our Nation owes to Mr. Jeiferson. No one is igno- 
rant of his patriotism, his benevolence, or his ^reat deeds. Begin- 
ning with the year 1764, when he reached his majority and was elected 
a representative of the Legislature of Virginia, he began his efforts 
of philanthropy by rising from his seat and proposing, amidst a body 
of planters, a bill " for the permission of the emancipation of slaves. 
This was Mr. Jefferson's first measure of reform, and although it 
failed, it was the beginning of a long series of effortg partly success- 
ful in the same cause. It was the first public movement originated 
by him. And all who know history know that when in May, 1769, 
threatening movements were made by Great Britain against Massa- 
chusetts, Jefferson, who was then a member of the House of Burgesses, 
was the first to advocate the propriety of making common cause with 
Massachusetts at every hazard. Resolutions were accordingly agreed 
to, and a determination was then and there formed to consider the 
cause of any one of the Colonies as a common one. In this act, led 
by Mr. Jefferson, the seed of the American Union was first sown. As 
his life began, so it ended, with ever a thought of the relation of man 
to.man, of the enlargement of human liberties, and of the principles 
of good governmeEt. 

No man can be mentioned who did more than he to destroy the 
power of kings, sustained by soldiers and armaments and battleships, 
and filling the world with liorror— to establish a new government for 
the purpose of securing life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness for 
peace-loving and agricultural people. And he did all this, not with 
shot and shell but by appealing to the conscience and reason of men, 
and embodying principles of Christianity into law. Providentially, 
at this moment, this present moment, ^hen the world is battling for 
its liberty and tearing down and setting up new governments, Mr. 
Jefferson's influence is placed before us anew ; and, as when living he 
carried us through the perils of war, the establishing of a new Con- 
stitution, to the blessings of mercy and peace, so now, even after 
death, we can feel his influence and unseen presence in these threaten- 
ing and stormy days of the world. 

There can be no man insensible to the duty we owe him, or of the 
beauty and necessity of adding his last resting place to the number 
of shrines of other men no greater than he that we have already con- 
secrated, or to the inspiration of setting his grave apart as a hallowed 
shrine at which our children and children's children can gather to 
learn of love, of political virtue, and true greatness. 

Ever since the world began it has been preserving its monuments. 
Only a few years ago new movement was started in America, to pre- 
serve at any price, by any convenient means, the historic places which 
tell of the upbuilding of our country, and now we can point with 
pride to Mount Vernon, which with holy care has been made the 
shrine of this Republic; to the city of New York which has lately 
secured for a memorial Hamilton's mteresting home, " The Grange ''; 
to Tennessee, which has preserved "The Hermitage"; to Massachu- 
setts, which this year became the owner of Webster's home to keep 
forever; to lancoln's little log cabin, preserved with affection by the 
people of the United States and inclosed in marble that the eleme^td,> 
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may not destroy it or crumble it to dust; to the Nation which jeal- 
ously sought the world over for the body of John Paul Jones that 
he might be enshrined in the affections of a grateful people; to the 
Nation that has been ever generous in its tribute to Grant by erecting 
previous memorials in honor of his memory ; and again to the Nation 
that is now once more commemorating the services of Lincoln by 
erecting a monument in the Capital City at a cost of $2,000,000. And 
here we pause, for in contrast to these we can not refrain from point- 
ing to the lowly grave of Jefferson, slighted, left unadorned and for- 
gotten, to suffer the perils of private ownership, till at this critical 
moment of its history we wonder what its future will be, what will 
become of it? Is it to suffer the uncertainties of private ownership 
longer, to be auctioned or tnortgaged, or may be to be divided into 
building lots? Can anything less of a national tribute be paid to 
Jefferson than making Monticello secure against all future accidents 
and a monument of our respect for him? 

Neither the heart nor the purse of our Government can be clteed 
to this suggestion. Congress has but to will it and the home of 
Jefferson with the grave that holds his ashes can publicly and 
solemnly become the property of the Nation to be preserved forever. 

It is not only the dust of Jefferson we would care for and guard 
irom desecration, but we would gather at Monticello the memorials 
not only of him, but of all the great men who wrought and served 
with him, and together share his immortality — ^we would treasure 
up in his home the simple memorials of the early days of our 
Eepublic 

TO SATISFY NATIONAL ANH PATBIOTIC SENTIMENT, 

Everyone knows that four years ago women consecrated them- 
selves to this noble task o/ caring for Monticello's sacred dead. 
Without its being their particular duty or especially incumbent upOT, 
them, it was a work so much a labor of love, so womanlike,_ that it 
did not seem inappropriate for women to undertake it, for, since the 
days of old when Mary and the other woman came to the tomb of 
Christ to anoint and bury his body, the care of the dead has seemed 
to become woman's sacred work. And ever since then when men 
have contended with the strifes and passions of life and fought its 
battles — when they were over and the great man was dead, then it is 
that noble women have come forward to bury his body or care for his 
neglected grave. And to-day women are on the battlefield, follow- 
ing in the wake of the armies, risking their very lives to rescue the 
dead and ^ve them Christian burial. 

So in this particular labor of love, of caring for one of America's 
sacred dead, no apathy, no indifference, can discourage the women 
or destroy their faith that tJie American people are still true to 
Jefferson, and when appealed to will protect his remains with a 
Nation's guardianship. 

So a national association was formed, and by degrees States, 
cities, towns, and the people were fully aroused to join in the work. 
Jefferson belongs not only to the State of Virginia but to the whole 
country, and the names of those who joined the association, who 
signed petitions, who passed resolutions, show the true national 
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ieeling for the cause, tieaders of all political parties, of historical 
societies, officers of every State, leaders in literature, of education, 
of agriculture, of science, of architecture, of mechanics, of imiver- 
sities, are all represented. The united sentiment of all classes to 
honor the memory of Jefferson is the best proof that appreciation of 
him for what he was, what he did, and what he left us rises above 
all difference of opinion, to the principles of freedom, which his 
career so nobly illustrated. It is ennobling and inspiring to fe«l 
that from the very beginning the cause has received the warmest 
support and cooperation of our President, besides having received 
the approval of former Presidents, Mr. Taft and Mr. Roosevelt, 

Let us hope and expect that this united appeal of the American 
people to Congress, led by the President and those who preceded 
nim, is not made in vain. Let us hope that Congress, which has it 
within its power in a practicable way, will also unite in doing all 
within its power to mase the home and tomb of Jefferson a posses- 
sion of the American people — a monument worthy of him, one to be 
added to those others surrounding the city of Washington. - 

Its easy access makes it possible for all visitors and strangers in 
the Capi^l City to visit Monticello and return in one day. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE FROPERTT. 

There is no other house in America so full of historic interest, 
nor under whose roof have gathered more remarkable men, than 
the house of Mr. Jefferson. No one can visit there without feeling 
the deepest interest in its becoming the property of the Nation. 

For the benefit of those who are not familiar with the architectural 
glories of Monticello as a building and a work of act, a description 
accompanies this statement published by the Architectural Quarterly 
of Harvard University, written by Sidney Fiske Kimball, A. B. M., 
A. K. C. H. 

All know the love Mr. Jefferson bore Monticello; that when only 
a boy he selected his burial ground on the top of the mountain, and 
when 21 years of age began the erection of his home there, to which 
in a few years he happily brought his bride. No better description 
of Monticello and the last days of Mr. Jefferson's life there can be 
given than one found in an old history printed a short time after his 
death. 

Not much has been done to care for Mr, Jefferson's grave or the 
place where he was bom, lived, and died, and Congress ought now 
to be proud to be able to perform such a gracious and popular act' 
as securing for all time this place which contains all that is mortal of 
him, for it is destined to become, more and more a spot to which pil- 
grimages of reverence and gratitude will be made. No one can to- 
day visit the home of Mr. Jefferson, walk through the paths he 
walked, stand beneath the trees that shaded him, or weep over his 
grave without a feeling of loyalty for all he meant to us and a long- 
ing to do something to manifest for him our love and gratitude, 

OUR OPPORTDNITT, 

For years the idea of purchasing Monticello has been advocated 
and repeated attempts have been followed by repeated failures until 



14 PUBCHASE OF MONTICELLO. 

at last Providence seems almost to have placed it in our hands and 
to have caused the present owner to offer it to the Government for 
a price. 

TSBHS. 

The terms provide that the pay for Monticello shall not alone 
come from us, not from the taxpayers of to-day ; but it spreads out 
over the succeeding years. 

And the object so long pursued by men and women can in this way 
be attained in a manner easy and consistent with the strain of official 
and financial stress, and as soon as the Government accepts the offer 
this valuable historic property will pass into their possession. 

If any object and say that the price asked for the estate is beyond 
its value as a piece of property, it is sufficient to state that the reso- 
lution creates a commission composed of the President and several 
Members of Congress, whose duty it will be to obtain the property 
at the lowest obtainable price. It is claimed, however, by the pres- 
ent owner that he has been offered $500,000 and even more by parties 
who wished to acquire the property for pecuniary speculation, and 
he considers that he has performed his duty to the public by refus- 
ing to sell it for any sucn purpose. Indeed, all along he has pub- 
licly declined to sell it at all, and still declines to sell it to private 
parties or to those who would wish to make a public subscription for 
its purchase. He offers it, and will only consent to sell it to Congress, 
because he knows the Government will be bound to keep it as a 
monument inalienably sacred to the memory of Jefferson. 

For the sum of money required to make the purchase the people 
of the United States appeal with confidence to the patriotism of 
Congress and ask its sympathetic cooperation. Surely Congress, 
which has always been more than generous in honoring the memory 
of our illustrious dead, will not refuse this small sum for Jefferson. 
It is a fourth of what is now being expended to build the handsome 
memorial to Lincoln on the Mall. 

There should be no delay in making the purchase ; but, on the con- 
trary, the offer made to Congress should be accepted as speedily as 
possible, and the first payment made, that the possession of Monti- 
cello may pass to the Government at once, in order to prevent its 
sale to others who have made efforts for its purchase. 

It must not be forgotten that we can never purchase the birthplace, 
home, and grave of another Jefferson ; and if we lose this one, with all 
its lessons and inspirations, we should never deserve to come into 
possession of anything like it again. The terms upon which the 
Government may secure it are better th(,n we had any reason to hope 
for, as Monticello stands second to Independence Hall and Mount 
Vernon, forever the sanctuary of American independence — it is worth 
more than gold — its value is priceless ! 

And if there are still any objections to paying this sum for this 
valuable property, it is only necessary to refer to the fact that Mr. 
Jefferson received almost no compensation for his 60 years of service 
to our country. It was only by sacrificing his lands, his library, and 
through the sale of the products of his farm that he was enabled to 
continue these services, even to the last days of his life. Then, when 
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more than 80 years of age, it became necessary for him to offer his 
own home for sale. He said that if he " lived a week longer, a negro ■ 
hut would be his dwelling.." 

Mr. Jefferson made this country richj and if he had halted before 
the great opportunity to take the Louisiana purchase, now 14 States, 
what might have been the loss to us and our future welfare ! And 
how really empty our Treasury might be. But instead of that, the 
addition of the great rich West fills the Treasury of the United States 
with gold. Surely out of all this there is money enough to pay for 
the possession of his home and the little piece of ground where now 
rest his mortal remains. 

To those who may think that the price is exorbitant, or that the 
owner is taking advantage of a national sentiment for private gain, 
we would say mat as to the present occupant of Monticello, whether 
he is possessed of certain qualities of heart and mind, seems a thing 
with which we have nothing to do. In business agreements or re&l 
estate transactions, the moral qualities, or generosity, or patriotism 
of the parties concerned do not matter. If the owner is willing to 
convey the property to the Government for a certain sum, his motive, 
whatever it is, should not be considered a reason for not buying the 
place. 

The owner of Monticello is now said to be unable to keep money 
invested in it, and in the opinion of impartial people, he has not asked 
a cent more for the 700 acres than they would be likely to sell for by 
private contract to any one who desired to possess them. There may 
be some that nothing would satisfy, except that Mr. Levy donate 
the property to the Government, or who would think any price he 
asked objectionable if they were already determined to he displeased. 
But at least all ought to appreciate Mr. Levy's having consented to 
place the Monticello estate at the disposal of the Government before 
offering it to others. Suppose he had concluded to divide the prop- 
erty into 50-foot lots? Nobody would dispute his right to do so, 
whatever they might think of his feelings and taste. Instead, he has 
publicly said that in offering it to the Government he desired to 
secure what, in his judgment, is the best guarantee of its future safety 
and preservation. So unless he may be willing to leave this matter 
unsettled indefinitely, it may be necessary for Congress to act without 
delay if it wishes to secure the property. 

There should be no chance taken ojf its ever being sold under the 
hammer, or lost through foreclosure of the mortgage now upon it, 
or through bequest to relatives or heirs. There is not an hour to be 
lost, if we would posses it, and Congress can not afford to permit 
a disgraceful failure to occur. It is not the making of a bargain in 
which we are engaged, but it is the accomplishment of an act which 
will be a credit to the country and which will tend to cherish in the 
minds of all the memory of one who loved his fellow men. 

And this form, in which it is proposed to commorate him in the 
preservation of the place where he js buried, is not more expensive, 
but far more worthy and preferable than the simple erection of ft 
stone monument somewhere, some place unattached to him. 

No one, especially a Member of this Congress, could presume to cal- 
culate in dollars and cents the value of the home and grave of 
Jefferson. No such mercenary calculations could be thou^t of or 
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imagined in reference to him any more than they could be thought of 
in connection with the value of lo^e, duty, or patriotism. 

Of course, it might be that $500,000 is too much for Monticello as 
a bargain for a farm— too much for a place upon which to raise com 
and potatoes — but who could estimate in dollars and cents, as one 
, would a farm^ such a place, hallowed by patriotic associations? 

But admitting, for the sake of argument, to those who might have 
the impression that a very high price has been demanded for the 
Monticello estate, which seems to give it the air of a money specula- 
tion — admitting it to be an extravagant price for a Virginia prop- 
erty, estimated by its value for cultivation— it surely can not be in 
the mind of a patriotic citizen to wish to undervalue it, or to hold 
the owner to its lowest estimate when it is considerd that it consti- 
tutes Tthe chief part of the inheritance of him who devoted the labors 
of a lifetime to his country, receiving only slight remuneration — who 
consequently died penniless — with only one request — that the country 
care for his daughter. 

So the United States, even in this hour of need, has no better use 
for its money, and is not too poor to repay in whatever little way pos- 
sible the debt we owe Mr. Jefferson by the purchase of Monticello. 

The only questions remaining are : 

First. Shall we accept this offer? 

Second. Shall we hear the appeals from a desolate, forgotten grave 
at Monticello? 

Could neither move our generosity or awaken out patriotism? 

The Chaieman. Have you anything to say, Mr. Hay ? 

STATElffENT OF HOK. JAHES HAY, A SEFEESENTATIVi: IN CON- 
OBESS FKOH THE STATE OF VIEOIBIA. 

Mr. Hat, I can not add anything to what Mrs. Littleton has so 
ably and eloquently said, except to express my hope that the com- 
mittee will make a favorable report. Representing, as I do, that 
district in Congress which Mr. Jefferson himself at one time repre- 
sented in the Continental Congress, I necessarily, apart from any- 
thing else, feel the deepest interest in any step which may be taken 
to show the, appreciation which the whole of the United States 
owe to the honored dead, and I can not believe that the committee 
will ignore the efforts which have been put forth, and can not ignore 
the claim which Mr. Jefferson has upon the entire (fountiy, and I 
sincerely trust that the committee ^will be able to make a favorable 
report 
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